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being pleasing to the national pride ; they were of particular value in that
they served to aid the Persians to regain confidence in themselves. How-
ever, it was not Tahmasp, but Nadir who gained in power and prestige
as a result of these developments, and it was not long before he took
advantage of this fact.
In another respect, the recapture of the capital was of importance,
because it brought Nadir for the first time into direct contact with
Europeans.1 At that time, the European community at Isfahan consisted
of the French Consul (the Chevalier de Gardane, who had succeeded his
brother, the Sieur de Gardane, two and a half years before), William
Cockell, the Resident of the English East India Company, and his
assistant, John Geekie, the Resident and other representatives of the
Dutch East India Company, and a number of priests and missionaries, the
majority of whom were French.2
During the six weeks that Nadir spent in Isfahan he met Cockell and
Geekie on several occasions, and treated them at first very politely. ^ After
promising to make amends to the Company for the losses which it had
suffered during the Afghan usurpation, Nadir gave Cockell a letter for
John Home, the Agent at Gombroon, in which he requested him to take
measures to prevent the Afghans from escaping, and to act as Governor
and Shahbandar* at Gombroon, until Persians could be appointed to those
positions.4 Tahmasp gave Cockell and Geekie an audience and treated
them with great civility ; he likewise promised to reimburse the Company.
The Gombroon Agent, in his own words :
"wrote Shaw Thomas's5 general a very complaisant letter congratulating him
on His Majesty's happy Success. ... (I) magnified the Assistance I gave to his people
here (i.e., at Gombroon), and assured him of our readiness to promote His Majesty's
Interest."6
Buoyed up with hope, Cockell gave valuable presents to the Shah and
to Nadir.   The Dutch, not to be outdone, gave still more costly presents.
Unfortunately, the rosy prospects which everybody entertained were
1 Except for his meeting or meetings with the Greek traveller, Basil Batatzes, at Mashhad some
•time in 1728 (see p. 223 of E. Legrand's French translation of Batatzes's Travels, entitled
Voyages de Basils Vatace en Europe et en Asie, Paris, 1886).
' Henceforward, the task of recording Nadir's achievements is rendered easier by the fact that
one can supplement the material furnished by the Persian historians with first-hand informa-
tion from European sources, although there is no continuous record from any one pen.
»The Skahbandar was the official who collected the customs duties on all merchandise arriving
at the port (seeleBruyn, op. cit., Vol. I, p, 206).
• Gombroon Diary, gth/2oth December, 1729, quoting from letters from Isfahan.
1 This is tile usual manner in which the E. I. Go's representatives wrote " Shah Tahmasp " ;
sometimes the order of the words was reversed which, as Curzon remarked, " has nut a very
regal sound"!
' Letter dated the sist December, 1729/11-01 January, 1730, from John Home to London (in
Vol. XV of the Persia and the Persian Gulf Records).

